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Next Meeting
Sunday, September 11
at 2:30pm
Central Christian Church
222 Menores Ave, Coral Gables 33134
Enter the door at the south side of the
building on Mendoza Ave. Parking in west
lot is also available if you enter from Menores
Ave. Street parking is also free on Sunday.
Please bring $1 donation to cover the cost
of the room. We very much appreciate
those who can provide refreshments such as
cookies, crackers, brownies, etc.

Correspondence
Send to MP/NOD at:
14900 SW 71 Ave
Miami, FL 33158

Dues
Please bring your annual $20 dues to the
meeting, or mail your check made to MP/
NOD to our Treasurer: Marlene B. Carlin,
14900 SW 71 Ave, Miami, FL 33158. If you
noticed a colored dot next to your name on
the envelope for this newsletter, your dues
are past.

2015-16 Officers
our president is Jim Hartnett
305-667-5733

September 11 Sunday Meeting
The next meeting of the Miami Pioneers and Natives of Dade will take place at the
usual location at 2:30pm. Professor Gregory Bush will present a program on his new
book:

White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space,
and Miami’s Virginia Key
Gregory W. Bush is associate professor of
history at the University of Miami. For many
years, he’s been studying local history, with
an emphasis on Virginia Key. His new book
has recently been published.
In May 1945, activists staged a “wade-in”
at a whites-only beach in Miami, protesting
the Jim Crow–era laws that denied blacks
access to recreational waterfront areas.
Pressured by protesters in this first postwar
civil rights demonstration, the Dade County
Commission ultimately designated the
difficult-to-access Virginia Key as a beach for
African Americans. The beach became vitally
important to the community, offering a place
to congregate with family and friends and to
enjoy the natural wonders of the area. It was
also a tangible victory in the continuing struggle for civil rights in public space.
As Florida beaches were later desegregated, many viewed Virginia Key as symbolic
of an oppressive past and ceased to patronize it. At the same time, white leaders
responded to desegregation by decreasing attention to and funding for public spaces
in general. The beach was largely ignored and eventually shut down.
In White Sand Black Beach, historian and longtime Miami activist Gregory Bush
recounts this unique story and the current state of the public waterfront in Miami.
Recently environmentalists, community leaders, and civil rights activists have come
together to revitalize the beach, and Bush highlights the potential to stimulate civic
engagement in public planning processes. While local governments defer to booster
and lobbying interests pushing for destination casinos and boat shows, Bush calls
for a land ethic that connects people to the local environment. He seeks to shift the
local political divisions beyond established interest groups and neo-liberalism to a
broader vision that simplifies human needs, and reconnects people to fundamental
values such as health. A place of fellowship, relaxation, and interaction with nature,
this beach, Bush argues, offers a common ground of hope for a better future.

Thank You Members
Thank you to all members who bring
refreshments which make our social so
enjoyable.
And, thanks to everyone who makes
a generous donation to the “Money Jar”
which goes to paying for the room cost
at the church.

Save The Date: October 2
On the second Sunday in
October we’ll meet again to enjoy a
wonderful program.

